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The Congress of the United States, by a joint resolution of July 18, 
1958, has designated May 1 of each year as Loyalty Day and requested 
the President to issue a proclamation inviting the people of the United 
States to observe such day with appropriate ceremonies. 

NOW, T H E R E F O R E , I , R I C H A R D NIXON, President of the 
United States of America, do call upon the people of the United 
States, and upon all patriotic, civic and educational organizations 
to observe Friday, May 1, 1970, as Loyalty Day, with appropriate 
ceremonies in which all of us may join in a reaffirmation of our loyalty 
to the United States of America. 

I also call upon appropriate officials of the government to display 
the flag of the United States on all government buildings on that 
day as a manifestation of our loyalty to the Nation which that flag 
symbolizes. 

IN W I T N E S S W H E R E O F , I have hereunto set my hand" this 
twenty-sixth day of March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
seventy and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the one hundred ninety-fourth. 

7 2 Stat. 369. 
36 u s e 162. 
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Proclamation 3976 
NATIONAL MARITIME DAY, 1970 

By the President of the United States of America Apni e, i97o 

A Proclamation 

The restoration of our merchant fleet to a position of leadership on 
the world's oceans is one of our most urgent tasks. Our merchant ships 
are essential parts of our economic and defense systems, and reminders 
to us and to the world of our heritage as a sea-going people. 

In recognition of the importance of our Merchant Marine to our 
economy and our national security, the Congress in 1933 set aside 
May 22 of each year as National Maritime Day and requested the ^̂  *̂̂ -̂1̂ '̂ ^ 
President to issue annually a proclamation calling for the observance 
of that day. 

NOW, T H E R E F O R E , I, R I C H A R D NIXON, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby urge the people of the United 
States to honor our American Merchant Marine on May 22, 1970, by 
displaying the flag of the United States at their homes and other 
suitable places, and I request that all ships sailing under the American 
flag dress ship on that day in tribute to the American Merchant 
Marine. 

IN W I T N E S S W H E R E O F , I have hereunto set my hand this 
sixth day of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the one 
hundred ninety-fourth. 
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